Galva Congregational Church
Council Meeting

March 5, 2012
Members Present:  Pastor Curry, Pat Foster, Roger Ingels (Vice Chair), Pam King, Steve King, Mike Lind (Clerk), Rodger Manning (Chair), Marlene Manning (Treasurer) and, Ron Pankau

Members Absent:  Lynda Guinnee, Ernie Hulstrom, Rick Mack, and Teri Pankau
The Council Meeting was called to order by Chairman Rodger Manning.  

Minutes:  -The minutes of the February Council meetings were reviewed, a motion made to approve (Marlene Manning/Pam King) and the minutes were approved with the following changes:  1. under minutes Ingles changed to Ingels, 2. under Pastor’s Report point 12 Courage changed to Courageous.  
Treasurer’s Report:  - A spreadsheet income/expense report was distributed to members.  The month ended in a positive cash flow.  $278.59 listed under Expense Number 17 (Miscellaneous Building) is for a new laptop computer for use by Pastor Curry.  Some free software was also obtained.  CME (Chicago Mercantile Exchange) is a matching income donation.  Pam King/Roger Ingels motioned for approval of the Treasurer’s Report and the Council so approved.
Benevolence and Memorial Fund:  -Roger Ingels reported a balance on hand of $760.45.  Interest will appear in April.
Building Committee:  Roger Ingels will contact Right Way Builders for a bid for exterior repair of the rust problem.  He will also contact Lori Murray to see if he has interest.  As weather improves, the Council will do the facility walk-a-round to assess repair needs.
Music Committee:  Marlene Manning reported that the Children’s Choir will sing on Easter Sunday.  The kids are also practicing a song involving an all church sing-a-long.  The kids are enjoying it. 
Finance Committee:   Marlene Manning reported that the $50,000 CD has been rolled over and it again matures May 22nd.  The Smart Choice checking account has been set up (the Church received $1 for each box delivered).  It was decided to keep these earnings in the Smart Choice checkbook for use at a later time. 
Spiritual Committee:  Mike Lind (Acting Chair for Lynda Guinnee) reported on minutes from the February 9th Spiritual Committee Meeting.  
1.  Marlene Manning explained the Prayer Card Ministry.  She will place cards for signing by attendees at Church.  Pastor will add a note after signing and the cards will be mailed.  Marlene asked for names of persons we should send a card to, which can include church attendees or anyone in the community.  Pastor will announce information about the cards from the Pulpit.  The Council approved this new Ministry.

2. The committee would like permission from the Council to add a scripture message once a month to the Widow Mite’s meal containers.  Pam King/Roger Ingels motioned that this be approved and the Council so approved.  Mike Lind will print the messages.  It was also mentioned that we may want to use the Daily Bread for messages or for handout.
3. The Committee suggested that we draft a message for the back of the Smart Choice Food Order Form.  Since the meting, Marlene Manning and Jamie Theesfeld have discussed this and think we will leave it bland for a couple of months.  Once the program has grown, then re-consider adding a message.

4. Special Sunday Honors.  Veteran’s Day is already in place.  Some thoughts are:  Police/Fire/EMT/Ambulance; Scouting; Teachers/Education; Cancer Survivors.  Council input/approval was sought.  We are tentatively looking at May 20th as Scouting; Teachers/Education September 30th; and a singing program with Jan Sams on July 29th.  Mike Lind will contact Rich Nordstrom regarding the civic honorees.  
5. The Committee was given permission to pursue/continue looking into hold a service outside in the East yard.  Pastor Curry will check with the Methodist Pastor for her input on problems or disruption of their service.  
6. The Committee would like input from the Council on starting a movie night and suggested June 16 the Saturday before Father’s Day to show the movie Courageous.  Some concern was mentioned about the comfort of the Pews for a long movie and might need an intermission.  The Committee will continue to pursue this idea.

Christian Education:  Pam King reported that Judy Middleton has been added to the Children’s Church rotation.  There will be Children’s Church on Palm Sunday but no Children’s Church on Easter (Resurrection) Sunday.  Pastor continues to lead the Youth Sunday School class.  He is getting their thoughts about becoming members once they finish their current lesson plan.
Pastor’s Report:  Pastor Curry reported on the following:
1. We received a projector free form another church.  We need a remote estimated at around $20.  
2. No response from Cancer Survivor Sunday.

3. Two more guest surveys have been sent out.  We are getting high satisfaction marks much of which centers of friendly reception.

4. JR/SR Sunday School going great.  Pastor is leaving it up to the Youth if they want him to continue teaching the class.

5. Telephones not working upstairs or downstairs.  Pastor will contact Frontier.

6. Church average attendance January/February 2011 was 50 and 2012 31.  We would be in the 60’s if some of the members had not quit attending.  It was decided to take out the last year attendance reference.  Even though the Church has smaller attendance, it is stronger.

7. April 27th and 28th, Pastor is going to a leadership retreat conference at his nephew’s church.

President’s Report:  
1. Rodger Manning received a request from Mindy Perkins to borrow some church tables for a baby shower to be held March 17th.  The tables will be returned on the following Monday the 19th.  Marlene Manning/Pam King motioned approval and the Council so approved.  Roger will let Mindy know.  
2. April 29th will be New Member Sunday.

3. Marlene mentioned that we need to decide on mowing again.  Teri Pankau mowed some last year and has offered to mow this year.

Other Business:
1. Mike Lind reported on status of the church name.  Roger Manning updated the Council on the issue.  Mike Lind has been in contact with the Illinois Department of State – Corporate Division, Henry County Clerk, and the Internal Revenue Service regarding the name change of the Church.  The State has no record of our Church, the County no record of a name change of our church, and the IRS has information on file and will send a letter to Mike detailing that information.  After guess contact and address on file, the IRS then agreed to speak with Mike.  Mike then changed IRS contact for the Church to himself and the address from Don Hagaman to the Church address.  Mike also explained that we need to pursue an “Assumed Name” (dba) change through the County which involves completing a form and a $5.00 filing fee and publishing the name change three times in a local paper and submitting proof of publishing to the County.  The previous name change was not done correctly.  We first need to get the correct name of the Church and then decide what to change it to if we still want to change it.  According to the IRS, our official name is First Congregational Church of Galva Illinois.  Filing an Assumed Name with the County would enable us to use a different name but the official name would remain the same.  This is a common practice used to operate under a different name.
With no more business to come before the Council, Roger Ingels motioned adjournment and the meeting adjourned.

Michael C. Lind

Church Clerk
